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HC 990-55. Tp BBPTAJI IROM USAMA. SAIGOIT 3i%ekly Sitrep 24 April - 7 May 55 

Eq.( Serricee dea Polices et dff: Surete Hationalee, Pae Catitw-ti loQg ejrabol 
of Binh Xtiyen power, passed to T^tnaineee hands through negotiations on 8 Its 

Binh Xuyen coi^lement of 84 men rallied to the VUA and may he quartered at the 
Regional Sectxrity Eq north of Saigon or free on parole. Col. Ia, Idem appointed 
Hational Police Chief, idio was forced to set up teznporary Nationid Police Eeadquarters 
of Prectoral Police at Police abmmlseariat on Bird Oalllecl is now at Rue Catiaat 
Eq idiere he found police records intact. Ihe last BX post in Saigon->Choloa, located 
in Pahao area in north Saigon, with reported strength of approximately 30 men, was 
taken over quietly on night of 9-10 May hy VNA. 

Since the initial BX-TEA heavy clashes of 28 Apiiil , BX forces have been driven 
well south (8-10 miles) of Saigon-Cholon where clearing operations by the VNA now in 
process (for details first two phases of VNA-BX campaign see EmbTel 5704 (TS) 5 May 
and MyMsgs HO 970, 975. 978, 981, 982, 983. 985. 987. 

Initially the second phase VNA operations against BX markedly effective as 
three VNA groups crossed canals south of Saigon, took the BX Eq and proceeded south- 
ward in encircling movements to entrap BX said to have been generally in the area, 

3-5 miles south of the city. However, these encircling actions lost their momentum 
and action took the form of a slow house-to-house clearing operation, a turn of 
events which undoubtedly permitted the main BX force (estimated 75CHOOO) to escape 
across the Saigon River in the vicinity of Nha Be. 

Comment: Failure of troops to zaalntain hardhitting pace was probably due to 
inconq>lete planning of FAVN staff, lack of co-ordination and death of General OTrinh 
Minh The, who commanded eastern (Cao Bai) forces. 

Currently, FAVN has no target date for completing second phase (clearing opera- 
tion). This operation, idilc4 msy extend as far south as 60 Cong area, proceeding 
as follows: the VNA forces are divided into Group A, Group B and Group Trinh Minh 
The. Group A, q composed of BVN 33 apd 83 and TD 520, has the mission to move south 
along RI-5 toward Can Gioc and thence to Cho Tram and Can Buoc. All elements of 
this groupment are still north of Can Gioc and conducting clearing operations. Group 
B, conposed of ID 808 and two TD Bns of Quang Trung, is operating in the area midway 
between RI-5 and the Saigon River and now some 5*10 kms south of the City. Four 
TD bns of the Cao Dai "Phalange" group are working westward from RI-15. These troops 
have extended their operation as far south as Nha Be. 


While numerous BX sympathizers and deserters may be uncovered in this current 
operation, it is unlikely that any BX units will be encountered. BX troops are by 
this time well dispersed, probably in the Go Cong region and even farther south in 
Ben Tre. Only reported concentration of BX are approximately 1,000 effectives 
southeast of Nha Be and east of Saigon River. Campaign against this latter element 
will be one mission of the third phase, the starting date of idiich is not determined. 
FAVN Eq also reports action soon will be launched against three BX posts located 
approximately 20 kms northwest Baria. This action probably to be the responsibility 


of Subdivision Bst of the First Military Region. 
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Hpa Hao diBsidents continae active in the western zone altho^^ they appear 
less active than in the past months. In the past two weeks Hoa Hao dissidents are 
reported to have harassed VHA artillery positions, harassed the village of 0 Mon, 
attacked several posts in the areas of long Xnyen and Ha Tien and delivered some 
mortar fire on the western outskirts of Sadec. Armed escorts are required at times 
for movements; between I,ong Xuyen and Sadec and elseidiere to the south and west. 

Prench-VHA relations, highly explosive several times during the past two weeks ■ 
appear to have taken a rational turn, French have decreased the number of armed 
patrols vith General Minh guaranteeing security of city; and Dlaa and the VNA hope 
to gag anti -French propaganda. French military, however, continae to state that 
the VNA is "erecting a wall" between VNA-French forces. Attempts to obtain information 
relative to VNA activities and conditions in the western zone of south Viet ^am, 
only receive French responses of, "the Vietnamese tell us nothing." 

Gomment: Hecent intense anti-French propaganda merely Ignited long-established 
hatred amongst the ma^or sections of the VlIA for the French. Cessation of this 
propaganda coupled with whole hearted fkench cooperation ca^n prevent a serious 
reoccurrence of this problem. However, strained relations continue between the two 
groups. Sli^test French interference in Tietnamese military affairs could set off 
a vicious barrage of anti-French propaganda and resultant incidents. The most 
sensitive area in this regard will be that of Central Viet Nam. 

All indications are that the VNA is in positive effort to avoid political sphere. 
/ Difficulties experienced by General Hinh attempting to enter Viet Nam,Uhe departure 
P'of a disappointed General Vy for Franc^and the relief of Colonel Nguyw Tuyen as 
CO of the Imperial Guard due to his ahWtlve attempt to aid Ty - all lend credence to 
the general feeling that the VNA is abstaining from political activity and intent on 
serving legal government as it concentrates on current operations and development 
of VNA. Numerous conflicting reports abroad relative to tie current location of 
General Hinh; last confirmed information located HiiA at Pnom Penh, 

The VNA reoccupation of Central Viet Nam regroupment area has proceeded in 
a highly satisfactory manner to date with no serious incidents developing. By 28 April 
the VNA had occupied the northern portion of zone down to the Bang Son area. Ee- 
mainder of zone to be occupied in accordance with following schedule; Van Gang area - 
10 May, Phu Hr Area - 12 May, Phu Cat area - 13 May, Blnh Dinh area and Nhon - 
l6 May. 

No Incidents developed in evacuation by French of the Tonkin 300-day zone with 
the exception of several public demonstrations against removal of military bridges 
and "public works materiel" in Haiphong. Advance RDVN party is now in Haiphong to 
arrvge transfer of that city on 12-13 May. Subsequent transfers are as follows; 

Bo Son area - 15-l6 May, Cac Ba and surrounding islands - 18 May. Bcstinjatlon of 
French units not yet determined other than the information that HICM is going to 
Saigon. 






